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through imprisonment, to pay his zakat of his own accord;
for, it is argued, duress does not preclude consent.1

May the settlement of the zakat debt be delayed or must
it be made immediately after the zakat falls due? Accord-
ing to Abu '1-Hasan al-Karkhi the property owner becomes
a sinner by delaying the settlement of his zakat debt. It is
related that according to Muhammad Ibn al-Hasan the per-
son who delays the settlement of his zakat debt without an
excuse is no longer acceptable as a witness. Muhammad
made a distinction between zakat and pilgrimage and did
not allow delay in zakat because in doing so the rights of
the poor would be encroached upon. On the other hand,
according to Abu 'Abdallah al-Balkhi, it is permissible to de-
lay the payment of zakat, because the divine commandment
concerning the giving of zakat is indefinite as to time limit
(mutlaq). According to a report from Hisham, Abu Yusuf
held the same opinion on the ground that while pilgrimage
must be rendered at a certain season and one may not know
whether he shall live until the next season, by the delay of
zakat no harm is done because any time is fit for its dis-
charge.3

It is stated in the Majma'? however, that according to
the opinion at present generally accepted the immediate
(fawr*) settlement of the zakat is necessary. By immediate
settlement is meant that the obligation must be settled at the
earliest opportunity.

According to the Shafiites,4 the zakat must be disbursed

1 The doctors are concerned about the discharge of the zakdt obliga-
tion because, unless it is discharged, the amount collected would not
be the sakdt, and the state would have confiscated a Moslem's prop-
erty without just cause,

* Mabsut, p. 169,
8 P. 157.

* Minhdj, p. 264; Wafts, p. 87.